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were soon clouded over by the reign of blood, which
succeeded his premature demise.

The gloom, which hung over the court of Mary,
did not spread far beyond the influence of her pre-
sence. In London, and in Canterbury, in Essex, and
in Yorkshire, plays continued to be acted, because
they were agreeable to the country, however displeas-
ing to the court, which, in its own darkness, saw
danger from merriment, and, from its own weakness,
perceived sedition, in the hilarity of the drama.
Special orders were, accordingly, issued to prevent the
acting of plays in particular places '3. When these
failed of effect, a general order wasissued from the star-
chamber, in Easter term 1557; requiring the justices
of the peace, in every shire, to suffer no players, what-
soever the matter were, to play, within their several
jurisdictions. But, these injunctions, as they were
fdispleasing to the people, were not every where en-
orced; and the strolling players found means to save
themselves from the penalties, which the law inflicted
on vagabonds 4. The magistrates of Canterbury were

3 The privy council wrote to Lord Rich, on the 14th of Fe-
bruary 1555-6, " that where [as] there is a stage play appointed
to be played this Shrovetide at Hatfield-Bradock, in Essex, his
Lordship is willed to stay the same, and to examine, who should
be the players, what the effect of the play is, with such other cir-
cumstances as he shall think meet, and to signify the same hither."
Inquiry soon found, however, that neither the play, nor the players
were very dangerous. And, on the 19th of the same month, a let-
ter of thanks was written by the privy council " to the Lord Rich
for his travel in staying the stage play ; and requiring him for that
he knoweth the players to be honest householders and quiet per-
sons, to set them again at liberty, and to have special care to stop
the like occasions of assembling the people hereafter."

* See the letter from the privy council to the president of the
north, dated the 30th of April 1556, in Strype's Mem. vol. iii.
appx. 185 ; and Lodge's Illust. vol. i. p. 212. In the subsequent
year, the orders, which were sent to the north, were issued to
every other shire. A letter of thanks was written by the privy
council, on the llth of July, 1557, to the Lord Rich, touching
the players; and signifying to his Lordship " that order was given